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The Mayumba National Park Outreach Program 
is dedicated to furthering the protection of        
endangered species and their critical habitats 
through environmental education, capacity 
building, and community development. 



 

outreach 
A protected area should not only concern  itself  with 
the conservation of  the wildlife within its boundaries, 
but also with the well-being of  its neighbors. 



 



 



 

FIELD SITES      Population information and a brief description of activities at 
our field sites. 

PROJECT GOALS AND OBJECTIVES      Outreach team members outline and  
undertake an ambitious set of objectives to provide the maximum potential 
for  local and regional conservation. 

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 2006 - 2007      A month-by-month summary of the 
best of our program activities. 

INTERNATIONAL ART EXCHANGE Students worldwide participate in an art 
exchange that allows them to share their visions of the environment. 

ECOTOURISM CAPACITY BUILDING      A brief description of the projects we have 
undertaken to help the community prepare for  ecotourism. 

MAMA NATURE     A new Outreach Program initiative that helps local  women                
find clients for their handmade crafts. 

MBIDIA KOUKOU HOTEL PROJECT      A local hotel gets a new look...using       
traditional materials and crafts made by the ladies of Mama Nature. 

NEXT STEPS     With four years of experience working on community assistance 
and education projects in the area, the Outreach Program is poised to help a new, 
local NGO to establish themselves as a force in conservation education. 



 



 

The Mayumba National Park Outreach Program has been working in the Mayumba area since          
September 2003. Over the past four years the program has worked in collaboration with teachers, local 
authorities, artists, and tourism operators to develop a broad and well-rounded approach to uniting   
conservation goals and benefits to the local community.  

As a result of more than 800 hours spent doing conservation education in the villages, and over 300       
community and school environmental and health education events which have drawn more than 16,000 
participants, Mayumba National Park is well respected by the local community and has built a firm base 
of supporters in all levels of society, from village mothers and schoolchildren to local politicians and 
businesspeople.  

Our approach to conservation education is simple: to make learning about the environment a fun and 
engaging activity that all will want to participate in. Using theatre, music, the arts, photography, and film 
as our primary vehicles for transmitting the conservation message, we motivate the local population to 
take pride in the natural and cultural treasures for which they are stewards.  

In addition to environmental education activities, the project has begun providing assistance in the form 
of basic preventative health education and the development of alternative income projects that can help 
to mitigate the loss of income from hunting and fishing zones that are now protected. An emphasis has 
been placed on developing capacities for ecotourism, and encouraging the preservation and               
apprenticeship of traditional arts and crafts by finding new markets and facilitating the training of young 
people in these activities. 

While this program has its roots in promoting the   
conservation of wildlife and wild lands, it is firmly   
focused on creating benefits for the local people who 
are affected by the creation of the new protected area.  
Protected area conservation can only succeed through 
the support of local populations. Outreach links the 
local population with the Park and WCS, generating 
goodwill and an understanding of mutual goals and 
concerns.  

This report summarizes the activities from the past year 
in Mayumba town and villages in the periphery of     
Mayumba National Park. It also outlines planned work 
for the coming years.  For updates on this program, 
please see: http://www.mayumbanationalpark.com. 

A Brief   
Overview 

Top: The Outreach Team presents a film in 
Tchianzi village. Above: Women from Mambi 
village take home flyers that demonstrate how 
to treat water so it is safe for their children to 
drink.  Right: A father in Nkoka village shows 
his children the Park limits.  
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• Provide regular environmental/conservation 
education classes to Mayumba and isolated 
village schools.  

• Generate an exciting learning environment in 
an otherwise stagnant and neglected sector. 

• Create new and stimulating teaching materials 
for local schools. 

• Establish a teacher training program for   
village educators to ensure the sustainability 
of the program.  

• Include community-level preventative  
healthcare education in the school curriculum 
and provide workshop training sessions for 
adults.  

• Encourage the practice of local cultural    
traditions by developing a means for local    
craftspeople to sell their goods to a wider 
audience. 

• Help to develop the ecotourism sector by 
training guides and facilitating the             
improvement of local infrastructure. 

This year, the Outreach Program set a number of ambitious objectives, with the goal of bringing        
environmental and health education, and community development projects to the local population. 

Opposite: A student participates in a school 
clean-up. Right, top to bottom: A village girl 
learns to weave traditional raffia mats; an       
environment club member plays the part of a  
dolphin in the Independence Day Parade;         
Mayumba’s new marine turtle mural encourages 
town pride.  
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Mayumba National Park’s Outreach Program visits 8 villages and 8 schools each month during the 

school year, bringing a variety of information and activities. Knowledge, respect, and long-term        

commitment to local people is essential to building close relationships with individuals and establishing 

trust in the community.  This foundation of trust allows the Outreach Team to work in close             

collaboration with local artists, teachers, village chiefs, mothers, health workers, youth, and government 

authorities to develop a dynamic and effective outreach program which benefits the entire community 

and promotes the conservation of wildlife and wild lands.  

Opposite: Mayumba National Park       
Outreach Program’s 16 field sites, indi-
cated in red. Right: Gabon’s National 
Parks,  Mayumba National Park circled in 
red.  

Most of the villages visited by the      
program are small, with less than 50   
inhabitants. Only the towns of Mayumba 
and Ndindi have more than 150         
residents.  

Mayumba’s schools, on the other hand, 
are brimming with children, often 50, 80, 
or even 100 students to a classroom.  

In such conditions, Outreach Program 
activities must be highly adaptable, and 
able to effectively communicate with 
groups of less than ten to more than   
several hundred.  
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Mayumba Town’s Schools 

The town of Mayumba counts four elementary 
schools and one middle school. Three additional 
elementary schools are located on the continental 
side of the lagoon and can be visited during a 
morning. Of these eight schools, only one         
elementary school and the middle school have 
electricity. Teachers work with the bare minimum 
of supplies: chalk and blackboard and a ruler. If 
there are any learning aids on the classroom walls, 
they are generally simple chalk diagrams.  

The Mayumba National Park Outreach Program 
endeavors to enrich the learning environment by 
bringing exciting materials and learning methods 

to Mayumba’s schools. Student puppet shows,     
demonstrations of environmental concepts like the 
food chain, conducting class sessions outdoors, 
and bringing art and craft materials are some of 
the methods that were employed this school year.  

As a result, Mayumba students are becoming a 
new generation of conservationists, keeping an eye 
out for illegal turtle eggs in the marketplace,    
making posters to teach their families about       
Gabon’s protected species, and demonstrating that 
they are proud of their natural and cultural       
heritage. 

Above: Mayumba National Park Outreach         
Program Manager Aimée Sanders selects        
volunteers for a puppet show about marine     
ecosystems. Opposite: New outreach team   
member Stephanie Mahinou Makaya presents a 
slideshow about hygiene and health. Below:  
Teachers and students from Ndindi town with the 
drawings they received from art exchange      
partners in San Diego, California.  

School Teachers Boys  Girls Total 

Public School A 12 204 138 342 

Public School B 6 153 119 272 

Public School C 6 81 69 140 

Saint Therese  6 162 153 315 

Saint Odile 3 21 15 36 

Saint Anuarite 4 43 34 87 

Mangali Public 
School 

4 22 21 43 

J B Moandat 
Middle School 

16 277 196 473 

TOTAL 57 963 745 1708 



 

Lagoon Villages 

The tiny villages and fishing camps that dot the 
banks of the lagoon are accessible only by boat, the 
nearest village being an hour away from Mayumba. 
Each month, the Outreach Team packs a wooden 
dugout canoe with a generator, projector, computer, 
food, tents, and educational materials, and sets out 
on a week-long tour.  

After setting up the equipment, the team delivers 
education sessions on environmental topics like 
hunting laws, the food chain, marine turtles, and 
cetaceans. As literacy levels are often quite low in 
the villages, children participate in puppet shows or 
skits, or draw pictures to summarize what has been 
presented during the lesson.  

Following the environmental education activities, 
the community meets to learn about a health topic. 
This year saw presentations on avian influenza,   
water purification, dehydration treatment, malaria 
prevention, hygiene and health, and safe food  
preparation. During the presentation, villagers often 
participate in a hands-on activity that reinforces the 
message they have just heard. 

Once all the serious work is done, all the villagers 
enjoy an environmental film that is linked to the 
theme presented during the education session.   

Outreach Team visits are a welcomed event in the 
villages, and many villagers now express support for 
the Park, as they now have a better understanding of 
its conservation goals and how they will affect their 
daily lives.  

Village Men Women Children Total 

Mambi 30 35 45 110 

Malembé 27 30 27 84 

Rina Nzala 6 8 18 32 

Tiya 5 5 14 24 

Nkoka 10 8 11 29 

Yoyo 9 11 11 31 

Tchianzi 15 15 20 50 

Ndindi 274 392 352 1018 

TOTAL 376 504 498 1378 



 

Program 2007 2006 
Highlights 

JULY 2006 

Gabonese musician Annie Flore Batchiellilys 
performs a free concert at one of            
Mayumba’s elementary schools to benefit 
the local hospital. Attendees donate food for 
the patients and staff.  

 

Internationally renowned Gabonese artist 
Georges Mbourou holds a three-day    
painting workshop in Malembé village as 
part of a nationwide project that will visit 
the national parks in all of Gabon’s       
provinces. Nine students from the village 
are chosen to participate .Sabrina 
Mboumba’s painting (at right) is chosen 
from nearly 100 entries for the cover of the 
WCS Gabon New Year’s greeting card.  

 

Weekly open-air film environmental film 
nights are held at the Mayumba central  
marketplace during summer vacation. Over 
900 people attend the free events. 

 

AUGUST 2006 

Whales, dolphins, fish, sharks , and rays 
make an appearance on land as               
Environment Club members present a series 
of  environmentally themed skits to over 
1000 people at the town’s Independence 
Day parade.  
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SEPTEMBER 2006  

The Outreach Team visits all lagoon village and 
Mayumba schools to conduct international art 
exchange. 870 students from San Diego,     
California and Bahia de los Angeles, Mexico 
trade drawings of coastal wildlife with 870   
students in the Mayumba area.  

 

OCTOBER 2006 

The first of three Mayumba teacher training 
conferences is held, with 12 participants. A 
draft of a local Environmental Education guide 
is presented and a call for lesson plans is      
issued. Teachers express interest in forming an 
association to increase Outreach activities in 
Mayumba’s schools. 

 

NOVEMBER 2006 

More than 300 students celebrate Turtle Day in 
Mayumba, with a beach clean-up, soccer    
tournament, beach volleyball matches, a relay 
race, and a talent contest.  

 

DECEMBER 2006 

World AIDS Awareness Day is observed at the 
Mayumba middle school with a question-and-
answer session, a poetry recital, a theatrical 
piece, and a tree planting ceremony in memory 
of Gabon’s AIDS victims. 

 

JANUARY 2007 

Outreach Program Manager Aimée Sanders 
visits art exchange schools in the USA. 

 

Marine animal puppets make their debut in  
Mayumba’s schools during a lesson about    
marine turtles and the oceanic ecosystems. 

17 



 

FEBRUARY 2007 

Students from Libreville’s American International 
School donate school supplies to the Mayumba 
National Park Outreach Program. Notebooks,  
pencils, pens, erasers, crayons, rulers, and chalk are 
distributed to over 300 village students. 

 

Nearly 200 village women participate in health 
workshops which teach them how to prepare safe 
drinking water and how to treat diarrhea and     
dehydration.  

 

The second of three teacher training conferences is 
held. Using learning aids and materials from the 
Outreach Program’s library, 13 teachers and school 
directors participate in small group brainstorming 
sessions to create participatory learning activities, 
then demonstrate the activities with their peers.  A 
proposal is put forward to create a new, locally run 
environmental education NGO in Mayumba. 

 

MARCH 2007 

Drawings from our art exchange and photographs 
from the Mayumba Outreach Program are used to 
create a poster and brochure for a national       
campaign to protect marine turtles.  Village        
students whose photographs or artwork are       
featured in the poster are given copies during the 
April village tour. 

 

APRIL 2007 

Science teachers from the Mayumba middle school 
prepare a PowerPoint presentation about HIV, 
AIDS, and other STDs , and use Outreach        
Program equipment to show the presentation to 
their classes. Ninety-five students attend. 

 

Two week-long village education tours are        
conducted during the month of April.  
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MAY 2007 

Ben-Darcy Tchissangou, from Malembé village near 
Mayumba National Park,  is chosen to represent his 
province at an exhibition of artwork created during 
Georges Mbourou’s tour of Gabon’s National Parks.  
The event is attended by the American Ambassador, 
the Vice Prime Minister of Gabon, and James 
Deutsch, the WCS Africa Program Director (at left 
with Ben-Darcy). 

 

The third teacher training conference is held; 15  
teachers and directors, the founding members of the 
Mayumba Nature Environmental Association, visit the 
Outreach Program library, establish a lending         
protocol,  and commit to maintaining Student        
Environment Clubs at their schools. 

 

JUNE 2007 

Outreach team member Stephanie Mahinou Makaya 
trains a traditional dance troupe for  Mayumba’s first 
annual Environment Day. Nine contestants face  
questions about culture and the  environment in the 
Miss Environment Contest. A group of elementary 
school students present a play that depicts Mayumba’s 
traditional legends. Art exchange participants present 
their drawings of Mayumba’s environment and several 
students recite poems. Five hundred of Mayumba’s 
residents attend the free event. 

 

JULY 2007 

Celebrated South African explorer Kingsley Holgate 
visits one of Mayumba’s elementary schools during his 
“Africa’s Outside Edge” expedition to donate school 
supplies. His team also donates a case of school     
supplies to the Outreach Program to be distributed 
during the 2007-2008 school year. 

 

The Parent-Teacher Association at Mayumba’s Public 
School B builds a latrine for their students, using    
materials donated by the Mayumba  National Park 
Outreach Program and association members. 
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Art 
Exchange 

A drawing by Devin, age 7, from Arizona. A drawing by Lucreche, age 10, from Mayumba. 20 



 

The Program currently conducts an art exchange 
that links students in Mayumba to new friends in    
Mexico, California, Arizona, Florida, Canada, 
France, Spain, England, and South Africa. Children 
draw a picture of the environment where they live 
and send it to Mayumba, where it will be traded for 
a drawing created by a student from one of the 
seven elementary schools or eight villages our    
Outreach Team visits each month. Participants 
learn that despite the languages and distance that 
separate us, we have something in common: that 
we all care about the planet and want to protect it 
for our future! 

Students from Saint Theresa School in Arizona traded artwork with students from Saint Therese School 
in Mayumba. The American schoolchildren donated crayons that were used throughout the year for    
Mayumba’s art exchange activities. 
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Ecotourism  
Development 
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From mapping out tourism circuits and          
developing cultural activities to training the next 
generation of guides, the Mayumba National Park 
Outreach Program is helping to build capacities 
to ensure that protected area conservation is 
profitable to the communities surrounding the 
park. This year, we have helped a ladies’          
traditional craft cooperative find clients,          
redecorated a seaside hotel to better                
accommodate tourists, and are in the process of 
establishing a network of local guides. 
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 Craft  
Cooperative 

24 



 

Mama Nature is an initiative designed to help 
women artists in the villages near Mayumba    
National Park to find a market for their crafts. In 
Mayumba, women have traditionally woven raffia 
mats for dowries and gifts, as well as a means of 
income, but the practice was in danger of       
disappearing because the local demand was not 
sufficient to attract a new generation of weavers. 
This fair-trade project hopes to encourage young 
women to learn the art of weaving by augmenting 
the amount they can earn from making mats, as 
well as to establish a village healthcare fund 
through the additional income gained from    
overseas markets.  

Another exciting discovery was made this year: a 
local woman who designs jewelry and handbags 
from recycled wire and seeds she collects with 
her nieces on Mayumba’s beaches. These      
beautiful accessories have also been incorporated 
into the line of products that Mama Nature has 
to offer.  
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Hotel Remodel 
Project 
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Using natural products and traditional crafts as 
much as possible, this seaside hotel has been 
transformed from a whitewashed shell to a cozy 
and inviting beach haven for Mayumba’s visitors. 
This project not only provided short-term jobs 
for local construction workers and craftspeople, 
but the addition of an on-site souvenir boutique 
provides a center for local artists to display their 
works and augment their income. The hotel will 
also serve as the meeting place for guided tours 
of Mayumba’s points of interest. 
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This year’s three teacher   
training conferences produced 
a core team of educators who 
are so motivated to increase 
outreach activities in the area 
that they have decided to form 

a new environmental education NGO: Mayumba 
Nature. This organization, with support from the 
Mayumba National Park Outreach Program, will 
continue to conduct activities similar to those           
undertaken during the past year. The advantage 
of the new organization is that the educators who 
are founding it are in the classrooms on a daily 
basis, constantly encouraging their students to 
take part in activities like beach clean-ups,       
preparing for theatrical presentations, forming 
young artists’ groups, and going on field trips to         
discover the environment that surrounds their 
schools. These teachers will continue to receive 
training and support from the Outreach Program, 
to encourage their efforts and develop their     
abilities to provide a top-notch education to their 
students. 

To complement the activities going on in the 
schools, the Outreach Program envisions the  
development of a Community Environmental 
Education Center. The Center, equipped with 
audiovisual and scientific equipment, computers 
and art supplies, would be a place where teachers 
could bring groups of students for special     

Opposite: An Environment Club student plays the 
role of a forest elephant. Above: A rendition of the 
arts and crafts room in Mayumba’s potential     
Community Environmental Education Center.  

workshops, film presentations, science experiments, 
and lectures. It would serve as an ecological and 
cultural museum that could be used for student 
enrichment and could also be a place where visitors 
come to get information about the Mayumba area. 
Guides trained by the Outreach Program could 
meet visitors at the Center to accompany them on 
guided tours. .Local craftspeople could hold    
workshops with interested students, and a small gift 
shop selling traditional crafts could earn income to 
help support running costs.  

Another proposed project is the further              
development of the Mama Nature craft               
cooperative. Increased interest overseas and the 
potential for online marketing makes careful    
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planning and capacity development essential.  

The Outreach Program is also working to       
develop even more robust partnerships with   
international participants in our art exchange. 
Potential new activities include the exchange of 
video postcards depicting Turtle Day or          
Environment Day events at schools worldwide, 
photo essay exchanges, and school twinning    
programs. 

As part of the Program’s ecotourism capacity 
development initiative, attempts will be 
made to include bilingual French-
English environmental education   
training for local educators and guides.    
Approximately half of Mayumba’s   
current ecotourism visitors are        
Anglophone, making qualified English-
speaking guides an important asset that 
needs to be  developed. 

It is often a challenge to find films 
made specifically for the local        
population, with messages and        
language that are familiar and          
appropriate to our target audience.  
Plans to create training opportunities 
and to source equipment for local  
filmmakers are being discussed, and an 
local teacher’s original film about HIV 
and AIDS is now in the editing stages. 

Further renovation of the Mbidia     
Koukou Hotel is in the design stages and 
it is hoped that this project can continue 
to provide employment for local      
craftspeople and construction workers.  

The addition of a dedicated and highly 
motivated new team member,        
Stephanie Mahinou Makaya heralds the 
beginning of an exciting new phase in the  
Mayumba National Park Outreach     
Program. Ms. Mahinou Makaya, born in 
Malembé village and an independent 
mother of three, shows great potential 

and enormous enthusiasm for her work and has 
been selected to receive training to take a leading 
role in the future of the program. 

Heading into the fifth year of Outreach Program 
activities in Mayumba, it is clear that the local 
population is prepared to take a more active role 
in the conservation of the area. A strategic plan is  
being formulated to help them achieve this goal.  

  

Opposite: Students at Mayumba’s middle school plant trees in 
memory of AIDS victims. Top: Stephanie Mahinou Makaya leads 
her dance troupe onstage during the Environment Day Festival. 
Above: Outreach Program Manager Aimée Sanders films        
students as they perform skits about marine turtles. 
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Aimée Sanders 
Outreach Program Manager 
Mayumba National Park 
B.P. 70 
Mayumba, Gabon 
Central Africa 
Tel: +241 07 44 37 67 
Email: missaimeebutterfly@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Richard J Parnell 
Project Director 
WCS Mayumba Project 
B.P. 7847  
Libreville, Gabon 
Central Africa 
Tel: +241 07 53 99 95 
Email: parnellmayumba@yahoo.com 

Solange Ngouessono 
Director 
Mayumba National Park 
B.P. 70 
Mayumba, Gabon 
Central Africa 
Tel: +241 07 53 27 88 
Email: ngouessono@yahoo.fr 
 
Dr. Lee J T White 
Director 
 WCS Gabon Country Program 
B.P. 7847  
Libreville, Gabon 
Central Africa 
Tel: +241 07 44 40 39 
Email: lwhite@uuplus.com 

www.mayumbanationalpark.com 
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MAYUMBA NATIONAL PARK 

DIRECTOR: Solange Ngouessono 

DIRECTOR OF WCS MAYUMBA: Dr. Richard J Parnell 

OUTREACH PROGRAM MANAGER: Aimée Sanders 

OUTREACH TEAM: Stephanie Mahinou Makaya, Rodrigue Mbatchi, 
Marcelin Sounda, R Quevain Makaya, Souami Nzassi, Jean Remy 
Ibinda, Alain Brice Mavoungou, Guy ‘Papa’ Makanga, Richard 
Tchindongo, Jil Boussoungou, Guy Roger Mboumba, Guy Ghislain 
Tesse, Serge Mackobou Ma Mackobou, Severin Moussavou,     
Dieu-donné Mafoumbi, Jean-Jacques Moro, Paula Codina Antón 

DESIGN AND PRODUCTION: Aimée Sanders 

We thank The President of Gabon, His Excellency 
Omar Bongo Ondimba, The Ministry of Water and 
Forests, and other members of The Government of 
Gabon for their permission for and support of this      
program. 

We are thankful for the generous financial and in-kind 
support of numerous individuals and organizations, 
that have helped make this project possible: The   
Wildlife Conservation Society,  The Sea World-Busch 
Gardens Conservation Fund, USAID, CAWHFI, Idea 
WILD, WiLDCOAST, IBONGA A.C.P.E., The 
United States Embassy in Gabon, The American    
International School in Libreville, Mrs. Allen’s third 
grade class & Mrs. Dwyer’s fourth grade class at Saint 
Theresa’s School in Phoenix, Arizona, Huguette 
Thornton & Michael Garcia, Lindsay Van Huss, 
Sophie Muset, Georges Mbourou, Aida Navarro, 
Travis Hughes, Annie Flore Batchiellilys, Courtney 
Campbell & Gavin Critchlow, Christy Niemeyer,  
Dustin Tester, Tim Collins, Mike & Linda, Stone, Tim 
& Lurks, Paul & Theresa Sanders, and most of all the 
villagers, teachers, and students who participate in our 
program.  

Photographs: Aimée Sanders, Linda Schonknecht,  
Guy-Philippe Sounget, Richard Tchindongo, Nick 
Mbadinga, Christy Niemeyer, Richard Parnell, Paula 
Codina Antón, Dustin Tester, Alden Whittaker, Nicole 
Sanders, Eric Chehoski , Tim Collins 

Maps: WCS, Aimée Sanders 

Artwork: Mayumba National Park art exchange 
participants Devin, Lucreche, Cleche, and Julia. 

Dedicated to the memory of Mama Elisabeth, who 
taught girls in Malembé village the art of weaving. 

Suggested Citation: Sanders, A.T. 2007. Outreach 
Program in Mayumba National Park: 2006 - 2007.  
Mayumba National Park, Mayumba, Gabon, 36 pages. 
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